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U. S. History Online Course Syllabus
History 106: From the Colonial Period to 1877

Dr. Edrene S. McKay ( (479) 855-6836 ( Email: esmnet@cox-internet.com
CC US1 S4
Course Description: History 106 is an online survey course in the development of American culture from the colonial period through reconstruction. Emphasis is on the growth of political, social, and economic institutions. Successful completion of this course fulfills the Missouri state requirement for constitutional study and partially fulfills Social and Behavioral Science general education requirements.

RESOURCES: Text: James Kirby Martin, et al, America and Its Peoples: A Mosaic in the Making, Volume I, 4th Edition. Course Documents: Available at the online course web site: http://historysources.tripod.com . Other Online Resources: As assigned. Library Resources: If they are available to you.
Emphasis will be placed on class notes, discussion, and online research. The text is an important reference tool to supplement material covered in class and as a starting point for research projects. However, students will not be expected to read it from cover to cover or to outline, underline, or otherwise memorize it. You will be building your knowledge of history, seeking enlightenment, and developing insights from multiple resources through reading, reflection, and group interaction.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend all class meetings, to complete all reading assignments, and to participate in all class discussions and activities. In addition, you must complete three group essays, showcasing eyewitness accounts of history, and take two regular examinations and one comprehensive final examination at the designated times.

Course Objectives

1.   To explore the major themes and trends of United States history, to discover how individuals have exercised leadership and served as agents of constructive change, to learn from the successes and failures of others, and to appreciate the contributions made by previous generations.

2.   To understand the approach to history defined by Will and Ariel Durant in The Lessons of History (1968): "Obviously historiography [writing history] cannot be a science. It can only be an industry, an art, and a philosophy. – an industry by ferreting out the facts, an art by establishing a meaningful order in the chaos of materials, a philosophy by seeking perspective and enlightenment."

3.   To develop a working knowledge of the processes required to understand the past and to engage in the discovery, analysis, interpretation, and communication of historical evidence (the various aspects of the historian's craft).

4.   To develop the critical thinking skills and lifelong learning skills needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century, especially the ability to separate fiction, fantasy, and falsehood from substantiated truth.

5.   To share ideas, insights, and discoveries with others using effective communication skills.

Policies

Communications Policy: To facilitate communication and insure a timely response, the subject line of all email messages to the instructor should begin with CC US1 S4 FIRSTNAME LASTNAME in all caps. This should be typed exactly as shown so that the messages can be sorted into the appropriate folder. When you are assigned to a group, your group number should come before your FIRSTNAME: CC US1 S4 GRP# FIRSTNAME LASTNAME. Please put this information in a convenient place near your computer so that you don’t forget. No exceptions please.
Participation Policy: Students are expected to be courteous during lectures and class discussions, to have respect for their fellow classmates, and to engage fully in all classroom activities. Learning is a partnership between you, your fellow classmates, and your instructor. You can do your part by giving the class your full attention and exhibiting the college-level traits of curiosity, serious-mindedness, and appreciation for learning. To facilitate this process, you will be required to keep your desks free of distractions (newspapers, magazines, homework assignments, etc.) and to focus your attention on the dynamics of the classroom. Anyone engaged in discourteous or disruptive behavior will be asked to leave the classroom and will be counted that day as absent.

Essay and Exam Policy: All essays and examinations must be completed by the designated dates.  If you miss a deadline, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade for each day past the deadline.


Accommodation of Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and require accommodation for this class, please contact Dean Sonya Pearson at (417) 455-5636.
Student Evaluation

1. There will be two regular examinations (100-pts ea.) covering course documents, class discussions, and assigned readings. Examinations will be of the essay variety and open book. They will be graded on the basis of content (80%), presentation (10%), and mechanics (10%). The final examination (100-pts) will be comprehensive.
2. In addition, you will be expected to complete three group essays showcasing eyewitness accounts of history.  An example which focuses on the Salem Witch Trials may be found at the “EyeWitness - history through the eyes of those who lived it” web site. The URL is: http://www.ibiscom.com/salem.htm. Topics will be selected from a list of projects covering significant events, prominent people, controversial issues, cultural achievements, scientific or technological advancements, etc. Three group essays are required for the semester (100-pts ea.) and will be graded on the basis of accuracy, clarity, creativity, and relevance. Since you will be working in collaboration with others, 50% of your grade will be for your collective group effort and 50% for your individual effort.
3.  Finally, it will be possible for students to earn 300-pts for participation in class discussions and activities. Points will be awarded for significant contributions to the group's learning experience (e.g., a question, an observation, or a comment that stimulates a worthwhile discussion, illustrates a point with examples, or suggests a new perspective on an issue; a synopsis of a resource which increases the group's knowledge of the topic under consideration; an account of a research experience which contributes to the group's understanding of the historiographical process of discovery, analysis, interpretation, and communication). 
4.  Final grades will be based on the following scale: A=900-810, B=809-720, C=719-630, D=629-5400, F=Below 540.
COURSE OUTLINE/CHECKLIST 
	(
	PTS
	WEEK
	
DISCUSSION TOPICS/ACTIVITIES

	
	
	Week One
	COURSE INTRODUCTION

	
	
	January 14
	1. Orientation

	
	10
	
	Activity 1.1. How Would You Do? Why Students Fail Standardized Tests in History

	
	10
	
	Activity 1.2. Personal Course Objectives

	
	10
	
	Activity 1.3. Textbook Evaluation

	
	
	
	2. Introduction to Historical Research

	
	10
	
	Topic 1. Using Primary Sources

	
	10
	
	Topic 2. Comparing Primary and Secondary Sources

	
	
	
	A.
THE COLONIAL/REVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCE


	
	
	Week Two 
	1. The Settlement of North America

	
	
	January 21
	Text Reference: Ch. 1. The Peopling and Unpeopling of America

	
	5
	
	Topic 2.1. The European Background for Colonization

	
	5
	
	Topic 2.2. The Motives for British Colonization

	
	5
	
	Topic 2.3. Spanish, French, and English Settlement

	
	
	Week Three 
	2. The English Transplantation

	
	
	January 28
	Text Reference: Ch. 2. Plantations and Cities Upon a Hill, 1620-1700

	
	5
	
	Topic 3.1. The Southern Colonies: Virginia and the Origins of Slavery

	
	5
	
	Topic 3.2. The New England Colonies: The Puritans of Massachusetts Bay

	
	5
	
	Topic 3.3. The Middle Colonies: William Penn’s Holy Experiment

	
	
	Week Four 
	3. Society and Culture in Provincial America

	
	
	February 4
	Text Reference: Ch.  3. Provincial America in Upheaval, 1660-1760

	
	5
	
	Topic 4.1. Colonial Population, Economics, and Society

	
	5
	
	Topic 4.2. The Enlightenment in America

	
	5
	
	Topic 4.3. The Great Awakening

	
	
	Week Five 
	4. The Empire Under Strain

	
	
	February 11
	Text Reference: Ch. 4. Breaking the Bonds of Empire, 1760-1775

	
	5
	
	Topic 5.1. The Imperial Problem 

	
	5
	
	Topic 5.2. The Western Problem and the Origins of National Character

	
	5
	
	Topic 5.3. The Problem of Colonial Taxation

	
	100
	
	First Eyewitness Account Essay Due

	
	
	Week Six
	5. The American Revolution

	
	
	
	Text Reference: Ch. 5. The Times That Tried Many Souls, 1775-1783

	
	5
	February 18
	Topic 6.1. The American Revolution 

	
	5
	
	Topic 6.2. War and American Society

	
	10
	
	Discussion of Eyewitness Account Essays

	
	100
	
	Examination I

	
	
	
	B. THE EARLY NATIONAL/DEMOCRATIC EXPERIENCE

	
	
	Week Seven
	1. Development of a Federal Constitution

	
	
	February 25
	Text Reference: Ch. 6. Securing the Republic and Its Ideals, 1776-1789

	
	5
	
	Topic 7.1. Creating Republican Institutions

	
	5
	
	Topic 7.2. The Constitution of 1787

	
	5
	
	Topic 7.3. Ratification of the Constitution

	
	
	Week Eight
	2. The New Nation

	
	
	March 3
	Text Reference: Ch. 7. The Formative Decade, 1790-1800

	
	5
	
	Topic 8.1. Establishing a New Government

	
	5
	
	Topic 8.2. The Political Crisis of the 1790s

	
	5
	
	Topic 8.3. The First Party System: Federalists v. Republicans

	
	
	March 9-12 
	SPRING BREAK

	
	
	Week Nine
	3. The Republicans Take Office

	
	
	March 17
	Text Reference: Ch. 8. The Jeffersonians in Power, 1800-1815

	
	5
	
	Topic 9.1. The Jeffersonian Presidency

	
	5
	
	Topic 9.2. Foreign Entanglements/the War of 1812

	
	5
	
	Topic 9.3. The Quest for a Republican Society

	
	
	Week Ten
	4. An Expanding Nation

	
	
	March  24
	Text Reference: Ch. 9. Nationalism, Economic Growth, and … Sectionalism

	
	5
	
	Topic 10.1. Economic Development and the Expansion of Markets

	
	5
	
	Topic 10.1.  Changes in the Social Structure

	
	5
	
	Topic 10.2.  Maintaining the Balance of Power

	
	
	
	Second Eyewitness Account Essay Due

	
	
	Week Eleven
	5. A Democratic Revolution

	
	
	March 31
	Text Reference: Ch. 10. Power and Politics in Jackson’s America

	
	5
	
	Topic 11.1.  The Rise of Popular Politics

	
	5
	
	Topic 11.2.  The Jacksonian Presidency

	
	5
	
	Topic 11.3.  The Second Party System: Whigs v. Democrats

	
	10
	
	Discussion of Eyewitness Account Essays

	
	100
	
	Examination II

	
	
	
	C. THE CIVIL WAR EXPERIENCE

	
	
	Week Twelve
	1. The Reform Impulse in America

	
	
	April 7
	Text Reference: Ch. 11. America’s First Age of Reform

	
	5
	
	Topic 12.1.  The Second Great Awakening

	
	5
	
	Topic 12.2.   Efforts to Reform Society

	
	5
	
	Topic 12.3.   The Women’s Movement

	
	
	Week Thirteen
	2. Regional Distinctiveness

	
	
	April 14
	Text Reference: Ch. 12. The Divided North, the Divided South

	
	5
	
	Topic 13.1.  The Industrial North

	
	5
	
	Topic 13.2.  The Agrarian South

	
	5
	
	Topic 13.3.   The System of Slavery

	
	
	Week Fourteen
	3. Westward Expansion

	
	
	April 21
	Text Reference: Ch. 13. Cultures Collide in the Far West

	
	5
	
	Topic 14.1.  Manifest Destiny

	
	5
	
	Topic 14.2.  The Push to the Pacific

	
	5
	
	Topic 14.3.  The War with Mexico

	
	
	Week Fifteen
	4. Sectional Conflict

	
	
	April 28
	Text Reference: Ch. 14. The House Divided

	
	5
	
	Topic 15.1.  The Compromise of 1850

	
	5
	
	Topic 15.2.  The End of the Second Party System

	
	5
	
	Topic 15.3.  The Triumph of the Republicans

	
	100
	
	Third Eyewitness Account Essay Due

	
	
	Week Sixteen
	5. The Civil War and Reconstruction

	
	
	May 5
	Text Reference: Ch. 15: A Nation Shattered by Civil War, 1860-1865

	
	
	
	Text Reference: Ch. 16: The Nation Reconstructed: North, South, and West

	
	5
	
	Topic 16.1.  Two Societies at War

	
	5
	
	Topic 16.2.  The Union Victorious

	
	5
	
	Topic 16.3.  Reconstruction

	
	10
	
	Discussion of Eyewitness Account Essays

	
	100
	Final: 
May 12
	Comprehensive Final Examination









